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Industry mulls political situation, anxious of future

Lack of clarity on the political scenario, ahead of the assembly polls,
is a matter of concern for all stakeholders, particularly those involved in
trade and industrial activitiesin the state.

For, the common thread running behind the disquiet is whether the
development momentum, currently showing signs of pre-election
slowdown in construction and investment flows, would continue after
the elections results or not, should there be a change in government.

President of Bihar Chamber of Commerce and Industries O. P. Sah
believes, "The fate of Bihar, its development and growth all depend on
the election results. whether Bihar will have a good, visionary and
business friendly government is cause of worry for all stakeholders, who
want a conducive atmosphere of stability and development to continue. "
headds.

While the BCCI President pitches for completion of polls in two
phases to minimise the loss to trade, transport, industry and
development activities. (Source: Hindustan Times, 31.5.2015)
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Faced with odds, silk city begins to lose sheen

Mounting odds-such as lack of credit, power shortage and rise in
competition from other silk-producing centres in the country-have put
silk manufacturers of Bhagalpur, India's so-called Silk City, on the brink.

The ¥ 900 Crore industry in the district produces two million
metres of silk a year. It employs around 100, 000 people-who are
engaged in separating silk threads from cocoons and spinning the yarn
toweaveinto cloth.

"While silk manufacturing was once a booming business in
Bhagalpur, it has lost to new centres such as Bangalore and
Ahmedabad," said a top district administration official who didn't want
to be identified.

"There are some drawbacks to the co-operative structure (in the
industry) as subsidies given by the (Bihar) state government (to silk
producing units in Bhagalpur) were siphoned off by some groups," he
alleged. He refused to elaborate.

NO LIGHT AT THE END.... ® Bhagalpur, which was on the ancient
Silk Route that connected India with countries such as Chinain the east
and Europe in the west, is famous for its tussar silk ® The ¥ 900 Crore
industry produces two million metres of silk a year, employs around
100,000 people A significant part of silk production in the chronically
power starved district is done on power looms that use generators
aggravating the problem ¢ Bhagalpuri silk has made its presence felt on
fashion ramps with designers like Samant Chauhan making it the fabric
of choice showcasing it in Delhi's wills india fashion Week and
Singapore Fashion Week ¢ Bihar Institute of Silk and Textile, also lies in
utter neglect and teaching at this institute, which used to offer four-
year bachelor of engineering degrees in silk and textile technology, has
been suspended. (Detail : Hindustan Time, 31.5.2015)
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2017-18 387.750 129.250 517.00
2018-19 407.250 135.750 543.00
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