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Cabinet OKs Draft Data Protection Bill

IT ministry will table the bill in Parliament in the
upcoming monsoon session

The Union Cabinet approved the Digital Personal Data
Protection Bill (DPDP), paving the way for voluntary disclosures
of data breaches by companies while also providing an
alternate dispute resolution mechanism, senior officials said.

The ministry of electronics and information technology
(MeitY) will table the bill in the Parliament in the upcoming
monsoon session, they said.

Noting that the "voluntary disclosure mechanism is akin
to the plea bargain method, an accepted legal procedure in
many countries", an official cited above said, "Companies can
come forward and (admit) to a breach of any (kind) and pay the
necessary penalties."

This much-awaited draft has done away with most
criminal provisions for data breaches that were present in the
previous versions. However, it empowers the Data Protection
Board (DPB) to levy a penalty of up to X 250 crore on organisa-
tions found to be in breach. It can also increase such fines to a
maximum of X 500 crore with requisite Cabinet approval. Such
increases will not require any amendments to the law, officials
said.

Pointing out that the proposed DPB will consist mostly of
independent industry experts and not government officials,
people in the know said the board would function as a "digital
office".

It will be the second layer of adjudication in all matters
related to digital personal privacy and data.

"The grievance redressal cell of companies is the first
step. The second will be the DPB and then of course there will be
courtsand the entire legal system at disposal," an official said.

The IT ministry has decided to retain the definition for
children as anyone under the age of 18 in the face of sustained
pushback from industry experts. "It was necessary to ensure the
safety of children online since they are very vulnerable," the
official said. (Source : E.T. (New Delhi) 6.7.2023)
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BIHAR TO GET VEHICLE SCRAPPING
CENTRES BY SEPT, SAY OFFICIALS

THE STATE CABINET HAD IN FEBRUARY LAST YEAR
ANNOUNCED ITS SCRAP POLICY, BASED ON THE ONE
APPROVED BY THE CENTRALGOVT

At least two vehicle scrapping centres will be operational
in Bihar by September and the vehicle owners will be able to
reap the benefits of long-awaited scrap policy in the state,
officials familiar with the development said on 2nd July, 2023.

In its bid to counter the challenges of growing air
pollution and road accidents, the state cabinet had in February
last year announced its scrap policy, based on the one approved
by the central government, and decided to offer incentives for
those opting to declare their vehicles older than 15 years as
scrap. However, the policy remained ineffective till date, as
there is no authorised agency to crush the old vehicles and
declare them scrap.

Reacting to the development, a senior transport
department officer said: "Encouraged by the policy,
entrepreneurs have started setting up four scrap plantsin Patna
and 12 other cities. Hopefully, at least two scrap centres will
become operational in Patna by Augustend."

The scrap policy envisages benefits of up to 60,000 on
purchase of new vehicles by way of monetary relief in road tax
and registration charge.

"To avail the incentives, the vehicle owners need to apply
before the notified authorities for declaring their vehicles as
scrap. Once approved, the vehicles will be crushed at the
scrapping plant. The certificates issued by the authorised
scrapping plants will be produced in front of vehicle dealers to
gettheincentives," said another official on anonymity.

The transport department official quoted above said
that the department was mulling over the plan of granting
onetime road tax benefit of 25% for individual vehicles and 15%
in case of the commercial vehicles.

"The draft will be finalised in the next couple of weeks for
the cabinet approval," he said, adding that the vehicle owners
would be given the choice to retain the registration number of
their old vehicles.

Vehicle crushing plants are also being set up by entrepre-
neurs in Vaishali, Hajipur, Siwan, Banka, Bhagaipur, Darbhanga,
Purnia. Gopalganj, Katihar, Samastipur, Madhubani, Saharsa
and Madhepura, said the official. (Detail : H.T, 3.7.2023)
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