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BIHAR COULD MISS UNION BUS FOR INDUSTRY, SAY BIZMEN

NDA's return to power and President Pranab Mukherjee's address
highlighting the Union government's vision may have raised hopes of an
imminent industrial revival in the country, but those engaged in trade and
industrial activities in Bihar are keeping their fingers crossed.

For, despite having the potential of being a prospective revenue and
employment generator, the general industry view is that the sector has
failed to get the required priority on government agenda.

BCC president P. K. Agrawal is sanguine about reaping the cascading
effect of the new sector specific central policy initiatives that are likely to
unfold shortly.

"All the three initiatives-creation of dedicated freight corridor,
setting up of industrial corridors and manufacturing zones around them-
will not only benefit industrially virgin states like Bihar but also help in
integrating the movement of agri-produce," he said.

Agrawal is also hopeful of prospects of further simplification of labour
laws, which would remove unnecessary restrictions. "But to be part of the
development and growth that the new regime at the Centre promises to

unfold, Bihar needs to do the spadework first," the BCC president said,
adding that the chamber has already taken up some issues with the
authorities,

"In all this we must not forget the compelling need to create a land
bank, strengthen single window system, encourage transparency and
pursue the demand for special status and special package vigorously," said
Sanjay Khemka, former secretary general, BCC and an entrepreneur.

(Details : Hindustan time, 12.6.2014)
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INDUSTRY DRIVE CAUGHT IN LAND LOGJAM

The district administrations' dilly-dallying attitude over
landowners' offer of plots for industries has slammed brakes on any
scope of resolution of land scarcity problem in the state.

The industries depart-ment's Aao Bihar initiative, which literally
bounced back from the dead in 2013, has seen 17 people approaching
the department wishing to sell off their land to interested industrialists
or entrepreneurs. The department, in turn, contacted the respective
district administrations, directing the commissioner's office to check
the land documents and complete verification formalities.

However, the verification of none of the plots has been done so far.
The department sent reminders. Sources said the verification directives
were sent almost a year back but no action was taken.

Industrialists called it unfortunate. (Details : The Telegraph, 9.6.2014)
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BCC wants ban on trucks on setu lifted

President of Bihar Chamber of Commerce and Industries P. K. Agrawal
requested the Union Railway Minister and Minister of State for Railways to
permit plying of vehicles with 10 or more wheels on Rajendra Road Bridge,
Mokama.

Saying that the ban imposed on entrance of heavy vehicles on
Mahatma Gandhi Setu was adversely affecting trade and would hike prices
of essentials. Agrawal sought a lift on the ban from the minister.

"Either lift the ban or direct concerned officials to make alternative
arrangements for plying of vehicles in the day or night on Rajendra bridge.
Both bridges play a vital role in commercial activities in Bihar," Agrawal
said.

"Traders mostly use heavy vehicles having more than six wheels to
ferry goods, as it proves cheaper", Agrawal said, adding, "Now the ban is
creating difficulties in transportation of medicines, food grains and other
necessary consumer goods."

"A similar ban was already imposed on the Rajendra bridge. Now, the
ban on setu, owing to technical snags, will result in price hike, " he said.

(Details : Hindustan Times, 5.6.2014)
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