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(|9 : 3feR WY, 7.1.2015)
Make Bihar part of India drive, Bihar urges Centre

Reminding Prime Minister Narendra Modi of his election promise,
State Industries Minister Bhim Singh urged him to integrate Bihar as part of
the Centre's "Make in India" campaign to pave way for rapid
industrialisation of the state.

Singh said it was necessary that Bihar should be considered as an
investment destination if the Centre want to achieve 25% industrialisation
inthe next 10 years vis-a-vis current rate of 15%.

The minister said he had to issue an appeal in the light the Central
government's apathy towards construction of Amritsar-Delhi-Kolkata
industrial corridor." This corridor passes through four Bihar districts like
Kaimur, Rohtas, Aurangabad and Gaya. Ironically, this is one of the five such
corridors, where even elementary work has not been started."

Claiming that the state has received investment proposals to the tune
of Rs. 3,554 crore during the outgoing year, the minister said the
government had announced many sops as part of the industrial incentive
policy to promote industrialisation. He said the revised policy envisaged
upto 300% reimbursement of Vat and entry tax on production of major
industries.

EE——

Briefing salient features of the mid-term appraisal of the industrial
incentive policy of 2011, the minister said the government had announced
2% grant on interest of term loan borrowed by industrial units. "Extra 5%
grant on interest will be given to the entrepreneurs, if they belong to SC/ST,
women or handicapped persons," said Singh.

The minister said the department is contemplating to bolster
the single window system to facilitate investment proposals by
ensuring presence of at least six & seven officers from different related
departments.

The department has also initiated the work to build a tool room-cum-
training centre in Patliputra industrial area, for which the state government
has allocated Rs.11.57 crore for land acquisition. Besides, 25-acre land has
been earmarked for establishment of a fragrance and flavour centre by the
Centre at Bihta industrial area. (Source : Hindustan Times, 1.1.2015)
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Investment promotion bid

A committee, headed by principal health secretary Brajesh Mehrotra,
would soon give a presentation before the development commissioner on
the soon-to-be-launched state health investment promotion policy.

Sources in the health department confirmed that the department,
along with the members of Bihar Chamber of commerce and Industries
(BCCl), Bihar Industries Association (BIA), Confederation of Indian Industry
(Cll), has already formulated the draft of the policy, which is aimed at
attracting private investment to the health sector in the state. But the
presentation, which would be held before the development commissioner
would decide about the changes to be brought in the draft of the policy.

Anil Kumar, the deputy secretary of the health department,
confirmed the development. "The meeting will be held soon. | won' t be
able to tellyou about the policy draft because it is confidential, " he said.

( Details : The Telegraph, 5.1.2015)
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