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Deputy CM Sushil Kumar Modi on 9th June 2018 under-
lined the need to create a task force to formulate a separate
bamboo policy for the state.

Addressing a 'bamboo conclave' in Patna, Modi said the
central povernment's Mational Bamboo Mission under the
agriculture ministry would function under the state
environment and forests department.

Farmers, craftsmen and businessmen will be sent to
Assam, Mizoram and Tripura for training. A training centre
will also be set up at the upcoming Araria Tissue Research Lab
for skill development through training in bamboo farming.

“The Bhagaipur based Bamboo Tissue Research Centre is
currently preducing 1.5 lakh bambeoo seedlings. |ts capacity
will be increased to 3 to 5 lakhs seedlings. Work will soon
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STATE MULLS POLICY FOR BAMBOO

begin to set up a tissue research lab at Supaul. The upcoming
lab in Araria will have the capacity to produce 8-10 lakh
seedlings,”" Modisaid,

Modi said bamboo is the poor man's timber, "It helps in
preventing soil erosion, especially in flood-affected areas.
Bamboo produces 30% more oxygen. Farming of bamboo will
be promaoted in Bhagalpur, Purnia and other regions located
near the kosi,"Modi said.

Principal chief conservator of forests D K Shukla said
bamboo tissue propagation was a method that uses part of a
parent plant to produce a new plant. "This takes |ess time to
grow and, also, one gets a better product,” Shukla said.

The event was also attended by Union minister Giriraj

Singh and Bihar agriculture minister Frem Kumar.
{Source : Times of India, 10.6.2018}
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POLLUTION BOARD WARNS 2K PVT HEALTH FACILITIES OVER BIOMEDICAL WASTES

(AR W v N0 Pharmaceutical wastes detected in
shallow aguifer of Patna

The Bihar state Pollution Control Board [BSPCB) has
served notice on 2,033 private hospitals, nursing homes and
clinics of Bihar, asking thermn to ensure disposal of biomedical
wastes through common biomedical wastes treatment facility
(CBWTF) or face action. including closure of their units.

Patna has the largest number of private health facilities
followed by Darbhanga, Muzaffarpur, Bhagalpur, Gaya & Ara.

{ 8 }

The BSPCB is also busy identifying more private hospitals
and nursing homes, both in urban and rural areas, for sending
notices to them in the coming weeks. An official familiar with
the matter said 5,000 more such facilities were already on
BSPCB radar,

BSPCB chairman Ashok K Ghosh said, "Biomedical wastes
are tomorrow's greatest health hazards in urban areas. The
board is committed to take preventive measures by enforcing
relevant rules and laws." (Dretails : Hindustan Times, 22.5. 2018}
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FINANCIAL FEDERALISM

Arvind Subramanian, Chief Economic Advisor to the
Marendra Modi government, isn't terribly pleased about the
tepid effort that states are making to crank up tax revenues
from their urban and rural local bodies.

Arvind Subramanian said while delivering a lecture titled
“An Analytical Frame-work for Fiscal federalism in India"
organised by the Centre for Economicand Public Finance, Asian
Development Research Institute (ADRI).

Urban local bodies usually collect tax in the form of
property tax, vacant land tax, tax on shops and establishments,
profession tax, and tax on outdoor advertising which they
usually retain to meet their own expenditure,

They also collect entertainmant tax and stamp duty
surcharge which are in the nature of assigned revenues - which
means they are transferred to the state exchequer.

A principal source of revenue for urban municipalities used
to be levied in the form of octroi and entry tax on vehicles
entering municipal jurisdictions which have since been
subsumed under the goods and service tax.

Subramanian suggested that the main reason for the poor

fiscal effort by local bodies was the reluctance of governments
to raise taxes that could ignite popular resentment, " There is
another option: increase services so that people are willing to
paytaxes," he added,

O fiscal federalism, Subramanian highlighted the three Rs
- redistribution, risk sharing and reward - that determine its
functioning. He also said that the finance cominission should
set aside some money for shocks likes floods or droughts.

In his introductory speech, Deputy Chief Minister Sushil
Kumar Modi said regional disparity in the states was gradually
increasing.

He cited that there had been an increase in states’ share
from 28.5 per cent in the 11th Finance Commission to 42 per
cent in the 14th finance Commission, but Bihar's share in the
divisible pool was gradually decreasing from 14.6 per cent to
9.66 per centin the same time frame.

Madi said that Bihar suffers from vagaries of flood every
two years but has got only Rs 2,591 crore in assistance
compared to Maharashtra [(Rs 8,095 crore] and Madhya
Pradesh ({Rs 4,848 crore). {Detail : The Telegraph, 7.6.2018)
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BENGAL TO WOO WEDDING
PARTIES FROM DRY BIHAR

THE GOVT ISIN THE PROCESS OF SETTING UP MEGA WEDDING
VENUES IN TOWMNSHIPS CLOSE TO THE BIHAR BORDER

The West Bengal government is in the process of setting up
mega wedding venues in townships close to the Bihar border so
that families from the western state, which is a dry state, can
shift functions and raise toasts.

"We came ta know that many families in Bihar are shifting
their wedding functions to places such as Benaras in UP and
Eoderma or Ranchi in Jharkhand,” Bengal Tourism Minister
Gautarm Deb said, noting that some even moved their functions
to Kolkata, at a high cost.

"If we can offer venues closer to east Bihar, families from
that region can shift there at lower expenses and the state can
also earn some revenues, "he said.

Six townships have been chosen for this purpose. These are
Dalkhola, Karandighi and Raigun] in Morth Dinajpur district and
Ranigunj, Asansol and Durgapur in West Burdwan district.

"These wedding venues will be managed and owned by the
state tourism department. They would attract wedding parties
from Bihar through private tourism agencies against a
commission,” an official said,

Apart from bar licences, the wedding venues will have big
wedding halls, guest rooms, lawns and other infrastructure.
"The cost will be worked out shortly depending on what kind
of facilities most marriage parties would like to have,”
sald a tourism department official. The USP of the move is
alcohol, taxes of which contributed to 19% of Bengal's revenues
in2017-18.

Bengal profited from the Prohibition in Bihar since April
2016.In 2017-18, Bengal's excise revenue rose to Rs 8,700 crore
in the revised estimate, a 50% jJump over the budget estimate of
RsS,710crore.

In 2018-19, the Bengal finance minister has projected 82%
rise in excise collection compared to last year.

Patna-based event manager Atul Kashyap said that it is
quite natural that those who have money to spend on family
occasions will prefer destination without prohibition.

"The case is not only for wedding ceremonies but also
applicable for corporate events and birthday parties, among
others,” he said,

According to Manotosh Deb, Trinamool Congress MLA
from Karandighi in Morth Dinajpur district that borders Bihar,
such a project will provide employment to local people. "Mot
just wedding venues, allied services such as decorators, flower
sup pliers and caterers will get a boast,” the MLA said.

Incidentally, liguor sales got a boost in Morth Dinajpur
district since Bihar government imposed prohibition.

Initially, the influx of tipplers from Bihar was during festive

seasons such as Holi, Durga Puja, and New Year.
(Source : H. T, 16.6.2018})
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31 CITIES LAG BEHIND IN
CURBING AIR POLLUTION

102 MOST-POLLUTED CITIES Centre wants cities
to reduce air pollution by 35% in three years,
but only 71 have chalked out an action plan

Three months after the Centre asked India‘s most polluted
cities to come up with a plan 1o reduce air pollution, almost a
third of them do not have an action plan.

As part of the Centre's National Clean Air Programme
(MCAP) that identified 100 mostpolluted cities across the country
in March, the figure was later updated to 102cities,

Seventy-one cities have chalked out an air pollution action
plan, said officials from the Central Pollution Control Board
(CPCB), the country's apex pollution regulator,

Thirty one are expected to submit their drafts by June 30,
they said.

NO ACTION PLAN YET : Maharashtra tops the list of states
that still do not have air pollution action plan. 5ome of the most
polluted cities which have not submitted their plans:

1. MAHARASHTRA : Akola, Badlapur, Chandrapur, Jalgaon,
Magpur, Nashik, Navi Mumbai, Sangli, Solapur, Ulhasnagar
2. UTTAR PRADESH : Gajraula, Ihansi, Khurja, Noida, Rae Bareli
3. RAJASTHAN : Alwar, Jaipur, Jodhpur, Kota, Udaipur
4. KARNATAKA : Bengaluru, Devanagere, Gulburga, Hubli-
Dharwad 5. CHHATTISGARH : Korba, Raipur 6. UTTARAKHAND :
Kashipur, Rishikesh 7. GUIARAT : Ahmedabad 8. JAMMU AND
KASHMIR : Srinagar 9. TELANGANA : Nalgonda

Some of the major polluted cities that have developed their
action plans are Mumbai, New Delhi, Kolkata, Lucknow, Kanpur,
Faridabad, Gurugram, Gaya, Varanasi, Patna, Agra, Muzaffarpur,
Guwahati, Vishakhapatnam, Bhilai, Bhopal, Indore, Amravati,
Kalhapur, Ludhiana and Allahabad amang others,

14 OF WORLD'S MOST POLLUTED CITIES ARE IN INDIA: WHO
City PM 2.5 levels (Annual mean in pg/fm3)

= Kanpur- 173 = Faridabad - 172 = Varnasi- 151 = Gaya- 149
+ Patna - 144 = Delhi - 143 = Lucknow - 138 = Agra - 131
* hMuzaffarpur - 120 = Srinagar- 113 = laipur - 105 = Gurugram - 103
= Patiala-101+ Jodhpur-98 (Safe limit: 40 pg,/m3)

POLLUTANTS AROUND YOU : In the air is suspended
particulate matter [PM) of different sizes. Many of these are a mix
of dust, pollen, soot and chemicals

PM 10 : These are solid and liquid particles that are less than
10 micrometres in diameter - 10 micrometres is about 5 time less
than the width of a single human hair, PM 10 particles can stay in
the air for minutes and even hours, Particles bigger than these are
generally kept out by the body's natural filtration mechanism. The
smaller particles are lighter and they stay in the air longer and
travel farther.

PM 2.5 : The smaller kind, with a diameter not more than 2.5
micrometres. These are "fine particles” that can stay in the air for
days or weeks and are small encugh to invade even the narrowest
of airways leading into the body.

(Source : System of Air Quality Weather Forecasting and Research)

Expertspeak: The larger focus has to be on adequate
stringency of action plan. It should be effective with a clear
monitoring and owversight framework., The MNext step is to
implement the plan wherein each and every action point identified
under different pollution sources should have a clear timeline.

— ANUMITA ROY CHOUDHURY
Executive Directar, Centre for Science and Environment, Delhi.
(Details : Hindustan Time, 14.6.2018)
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